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Whether giving or receiving critique, there is a responsibility on both sides to give 
feedback in a way that is positive and helpful, and be open to receiving it. All 
participants are asked to provide constructive feedback on the compositions under 

review. We value straightforward critique, but require that anyone sharing her thoughts do so in an 
encouraging and supportive manner. A balanced critique considers the strengths of a composition as 
well as those elements that may need improvement.  	  
 
Guidelines 
 

1. The critique group provides an opportunity for our members to offer and receive constructive 
criticism. We encourage visitors, but require that anyone attending more than two meetings 
become a paid member. 

 
2. While we do not require that each participant bring work to every session, we do ask that 

individuals do so as often as they are able. Every member should be prepared to receive and 
offer constructive criticism. 

 
3. Participants bringing work should provide a copy for each attendee. All copies will be 

returned to the author following the critique. 
 

4. Critique must be delivered in a straightforward but respectful manner.  Our goal is to provide 
concrete, practical feedback with the intent to strengthen the work under review and hone our 
skills in the use of language. We ask that you be courteous, direct, and open to friendly 
discussion; please remember that some members may be new to the critique experience. 

 
5. Following the critique, the reader will have the opportunity to respond to comments. While 

discussion is encouraged, please remember to respect the time and talent invested by each 
member. The goal of critique is to encourage growth and seek improvement.  

 
6. All sessions will begin at the designated time, chaired by the host. The host is responsible for 

guiding the meeting and will seek to facilitate beneficial critiques and maintain focus on 
relevant discussion. 

 
7. Writers who have not previously read will be allowed to present their work before regular 

contributors. Those uncomfortable with reading aloud may ask another member to read the 
work if they choose. 

 
8. As our meetings are only two hours in length, we can accept no more than five (5) works for 

review at any given session. This will ensure that we have adequate time for reading all 
works aloud as well as for critical discussion of each submission. Writers not given the 
opportunity for critique will be prioritized at the next meeting. 

 
9. Members who miss more than three (3) consecutive meetings will re-enter critique behind at 

the end of rotation behind the members who are attending regularly and new members.  
 
Individuals who do not comply with the above guidelines may be asked to leave the group. Any 
situations that arise will be handled in a respectful and confidential manner. 


